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THE  follovfing  SERMOJVS,  fiublished  at  their  desire^ 
are  dedicated  to  them^  with  the  best  wishes  for  their  hajifii'- 
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NATHANIEL  THAYER. 


1851830^ 


SERMON- 


PSALM  cii.  14. 

7'Mr  SERVANT'S  fAKE  PLEASURE  IN  HER  sroifESf  AND 
rOUX  *fHE  DUST  ^HEREOF* 

It  was  a  token  of  goodness  and  piety  in  Jewish 
worshippers,  to  cherish  veneration  for  the  ancient 
temple,  and  to  "w^eep  over  its  ruins.  With  that 
consecrated  building  were  connected  the  most  in- 
teresting circumstances  in  their  national  and  relig- 
ious history.  When  reflecting  upon  it,  there  w^ould 
be  excited  a  respectful  remembrance  of  the  pious 
David,  who  projected,  and  of  the  renowned  Solo- 
mon, who  faithfully  executed  that  great  work. — 
There  would  be  presented  to  the  mind  the  peculiar 
exhibitions  of  '*  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  which  had 
often  filled  that  house  of  the  Lord."  There  would 
be  called  up  to  view  the  priests,  who  had  there  pre- 
sented the  offerings  of  the  people  of  God.  There 
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would  be  a  mournful  recollection  of  the  successive 
generations  of  men,  who  had  prostrated  themselves 
before  that  sacred  altar,  and  "  who  were  not  suffer- 
ed to  continue  by  reason  of  death."  There  would 
likewise  be  revived  the  providential  and  spiritual 
deliverances  and  blessings,  which  had,  from  the 
erection  of  that  temple,  been  dispensed  for  the  re- 
lief and  happiness  of  the  family  of  Israel.  Well 
might  one,  who,  with  these  things  in  view,  was  pon- 
dering over  the  ruins  of  that  splendid  edifice,  feel- 
ingly exclaim,  Thy  servants  take  pleasure  in  her 
stones,  and  favour  the  dust  thereof.'* 

A  train  of  reflections  and  remembrancer,  very 
similar  to  this,  will  occupy  the  mind  of  every  Chris- 
tian community,  when  called  in  providence  to  wit- 
ness the  destruction  or  desertion  of  the  temple  in 
which  they  have  worshipped.  It  would  be  proof 
of  extreme  inconsiderateness  and  ingratitude,  and, 
constituted  as  men  are,  it  would  lead  to  the  grossest 
impiety,  to  feel  an  indifference  for  a  building  which 
had  been  thus  solemnly  appropriated.  It  should 
be  remembered  as  the  place  where  God  "  recorded 
his  name,"  and  where,  we  hope,  he  has  often 

commanded  the  blessing."  It  should  be  revered 
as  the  house  in  w^hich  the  pious  of  many  genera- 
tions have  mingled  their  prayers  and  vows,  and 
been  fitted  for  celestial  glory.  It  should  be  con- 
templated as  the  place  which  has  given  rise  to  the 
moral  sentiments  and  feelings,  which,  when  dis- 
playing their  influence  on  the  publick  stage,  have 
originated  much  of  the  Christian  glory  and  happi- 
ness of  a  people.    I  am  persuaded  that  arguments 


need  not  be  multiplied,  to  awaken  your  sensibility, 
or  to  induce  you  to  think  correctly  of  the  house 
from  which,  as  a  worshipping  assembly,  we  are 
this  day  fotever  to  retire. 

Had  not  my  venerable  predecessor  recorded  with 
minuteness  and  impartiality  the  early  history  of  this 
Church  and  Town,^"  I  should  have  considered  the 
present  a  very  suitable  season  for  presenting  it  to 
your  view.  The  recent  impression  of  his  Century 
Sermon,  which  you  have  in  your  families,  would 
render  such  a  recital  from  me  only  a  recapitulation 
of  facts  which  are  familiar  to  you.  There  are, 
however,  some  thoughts,  which  the  circumstances 
of  our  present  meeting  naturally  suggest,  which 
may  conduce  to  our  mutual  edification  and  im- 
provement. 

Nearly  seventy-five  years  have  elapsed  since  this 
house  was  erected  for  religious  worship.  A  very 
small  number  survive  who  retain  a  knowledge  of 
the  event.  It  will  be  a  just  tribute  to  departed 
worth,  and  will,  I  hope,  excite  a  laudable  emula- 
tion in  the  generation  now  upon  the  stage,  if  I  as- 
sist you  in  reviewing  the  moral  and  religious  histo- 
ry of  this  Town,  since  this  temple  was  consecrated 
to  religious  worship.  I  have  no  intention  to  bestow 
an  unqualified  commendation.    We  cannot  boast 

*  On  May  28th,  1753,  the  day  which  completed  a  century  from 
the  settlement  of  Lancaster,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harrington  deliver- 
ed a  Sermon,  commemorative  of  that  event,  which  was  published. 
It  was  reprinted,  with  Notes,  in  1806.  It  contains  a  very  minute 
detail  of  facts  relating  to  the  settlement  of  the  Town,  to  the  forma- 
tion and  growth  of  the  Church,  and  to  the  sufferings  and  ravages 
experienced  by  the  first  settlers  from  the  natives. 


that  we  are  inhabitants  of  a  town  which  has,  during 
this  long  period,  been  disgraced  with  no  examples 
of  religious  indifference,  and  which  has  shown  no 
symptoms  of  moral  and  spiritual  decay.  "  If  wc 
should  presume  in  this  way  to  justify  our  fathers, 
our  own  mouth  would  condemn  us  :  should  we 
say  they  were  perfect,  this  would  prove  us  per- 
verse." My  only  purpose  is  to  state  facts  which 
may  be  received  as  a  delineation  of  their  general 
character. 

It  has  been  the  privilege  of  this  Town  to  contain 
a  race  of  inhabitants,  who  have  united  the  virtues, 
which  are  essential  to  internal  prosperity  and  peace. 
There  appears  to  have  prevailed  amongst  them  the 
liberality  of  feeling  and  sentiment,  which  induced  a 
cheerful  sacrifice  of  personal  prejudice,  interest  and 
convenience  for  the  common  good.  A  very  hon- 
ourable testimonial  of  this  fact  is  collected  from  our 
publick  records.  No  less  than  eight  legal  meet- 
ings were  held,  before  the  then  inhabitants  of  Lan- 
caster* completed  their  preparations  for  the  erec- 
tion of  this  house.  Nearly  seven  years  elapsed 
from  the  time  the  subject  was  first  considered,  be- 
fore the  final  decision  of  the  question.  Where  is 
the  corporation  that  can  from  its  history  adduce  the 
circumstance,  that  a  question  of  this  nature  had  so 
often  been  agitated  and  decided  in  publick  town- 

*  Lancaster  and  Sterling  were  then  one  corporation.  A  vote 
was  passed  at  the  same  time  to  build  in  that  Town  the  house  for 
worship  which  preceded  their  present  meeting-house.  The  sepa- 
ration took  place  by  mutual  agreement  in  1781.  The  present  in- 
habitants are  happy  to  recognize  the  former  union  of  the  Towns, 
and  to  cultivate  the  ancient  friendship. 
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meeting,  without  going  very  far  towards  elFecting 
the  destruction  of  its  order,  harmony  and  prosperi- 
ty ?  We  this  day  glory  in  the  recollection  of  an- 
cestors, who  closed  this  scene  of  trial  and  danger, 
without  leaving  a  stain  upon  their  history,  or  suf- 
fering a  diversity  of  judgment  to  produce  alienation 
of  affection  or  lasting  division.  May  the  genera- 
tions who  shall  here  live,  show,  in  all  their  deliber- 
ations, decisions  and  subsequent  conduct,  the  mag- 
nanimity and  condescension  which  will  prove  them 
worthy  of  a  descent  from  such  progenitors. 

The  period  we  contemplate  cannot  be  reviewed 
without  finding  cause  devoutly  to  acknowledge  the 
privileged  state  of  this  Town,  with  reference  to  the 
men  of  honour  and  affluence  who  have  been  its  in- 
habitants. Individuals  of  these  classes  may  justly 
be  accounted  a  blessing  to  the  people  amongst 
whom  they  live,  when  their  influence  and  wealth 
are  applied  to  the  accomplishment  of  liberal  designs. 
Inspect  on  this  day  our  catalogue.  Scarcely  a 
name  can  be  found  whose  energies  were  not  em- 
ployed on  the  side  of  the  publick  good  and  of  re- 
ligion. Were  it  not  that  in  the  detail  I  might  in 
one  or  more  instances  fail  of  doing  justice  to  de- 
parted excellence,  I  could  recount  many  worthies, 
who  were  the  friends  of  the  ministers  of  Christ ; 
who  were  the  unfailing  observers  of  religious  insti- 
tutions ;  and  whose  example,  talents  and  riches 
were  consecrated  to  the  interests  of  virtue,  and  to 
advance  the  prosperity  and  quiet  of  this  Church 
and  Town.    "  Blessed  are  these,  dead,  for  they  rest 


from  their  labours,  and  their  works  do  folio W 
them." 

In  a  summary  review  of  this  portion  of  the  com- 
munity for  more  than  threescore  years  and  ten,  I 
should  be  justly  charged  with  a  criminal  omission, 
was  I  to  pass  in  silence  the  propriety,  the  order,  the 
union,  and  dispatch,  which  have  commonly  attended 
the  customary  transactions  and  elections  within 
these  walls. *^  Illiberal  competitions,  jealousies  and 
rivalships  have  not  disgraced  our  history.  It  has 
been  with  common  consent,  and  has  evinced  an  en- 
lightened and  enlarged  spirit,  that  the  privileges, 
distinctions  and  burdens  of  the  Town  should  be 
bestowed  and  shared  without  reluctance  and  with- 
out envy.  We  may  this  day  indulge  in  self-gratu- 
lation,  that  our  predecessors  have  enrolled  on  our 
records  lists  of  officers,  who  were  not  distinguished 
on  account  of  local  or  invidious  considerations,  but 
who  were  worthy  of  trust,  and  who  sacredly  pursu- 
ed the  interests  committed  to  their  management. 
May  it  never  be  the  reproach  of  this  favoured  place, 
that  the  unprincipled,  the  immoral,  the  irreligious 
shall  receive  publick  patronage,  or  be  advanced  to 
an  elevation  where  their  example  shall  have  an  in- 
creased influence  in  contaminating  the  manners  and 
morals  of  the  people. 

*  It  deserves  to  be  recorded  as  a  reform  in  the  customs  of  New- 
England,  and  a  token  of  their  increased  reverence  for  places  of  re- 
ligious worship,  that,  w  hen  building  a  meeting-house,  so  general 
provision  is  elsewhere  made  to  hold  meetings  for  the  transaction  of 
ordinary  business,  and  for  elections.  The  temple  of  God  should 
never  be  exposed  to  profanation  from  the  interfering  interests,  and 
the  discordant  feelings  and  passions,  which  on  such  occasions  are 
too  frequently  known  to  triumph. 
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In  the  present  delineation,  a  leading  trait  ih  tlie 
moral  character  of  our  ancestors  would  be  over^ 
looked  J  did  we  omit  the  distinction  they  obtained 
by  their  hospitality  and  charity^  Here  was  always 
found  an  asylum  for  the  strangen  Here,  also,  lib- 
eral provision  was  made  for  the  subsistence  and 
comfort  of  the  poor*  When  reduced  to  poverty 
by  incapacity  or  inevitable  misfortune^  the  compas- 
sionate and  charitable  were  ever  ready  to  distribute 
of  their  good  things  to  the  necessitous*  Poverty 
and  misfortune  were  considered  a  sufficient  trial  of 
the  Christian  virtues,  without  the  cruel  addition  of 
ridicule  or  neglect* 

So  far  as  can  be  collected  of  the  moral  state  of 
this  Town,  in  the  days  of  our  fathers,  it  proves  them 
to  have  been  a  sober  and  virtuous  race.  Practisers 
of  industry,  temperancCj  and  frugality,  a  compara- 
tively small  number  were  found,  who  by  idleness 
and  profligacy  brought  disgrace  upon  themselves, 
ruin  upon  their  families,  or  reproach  upon  the  place 
of  their  residence*  And  it  is  a  circumstance  high^ 
ly  important^  that  the  enlightened  and  influential  of 
every  corporation  should  evince,  by  their  habits  of 
diligence^  their  aversion  to  scenes  of  riot  and  dissi- 
pation, and  by  their  open  and  exemplary  practice  of 
the  Christian  virtues,  the  deep  interest  which  they 
feel  in  the  reputation  and  welfare  of  their  own  and  of 
succeeding  generations.  For  the  fair  and  unblem- 
ished moral  character,  which  the  first  settlers  of  this 
Town  gained  and  preserved,  and  for  the  foundation 
which  they  thus  laid  for  its  lasting  welfare  and  hon- 
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orir,  we  their  descendants  and  successors  do  this 
day     arise  up  and  call  them  blessed." 

From  the  religious  equally  as  from  the  moral  his- 
tory,  many  things  may  be  collected,  which,  on  an 
occasion  like  the  present,  are  worthy  of  being  re- 
corded. The  Christians  who  here  took  up  their 
early  residence,  or  received  tlieir  first  views  of  relig- 
ion, appear  to  have  been  men  extraordinarily  en- 
lightened, and  whose  hearts  were  full  of  the  charity 
of  the  gospel.  A  scene  which  is  usually  denominate 
ed  a  religious  frenzy  has  never  interrupted  the  or- 
der or  quiet  of  this  Church,  It  has  been  ready  for 
communion  with  the  regular  members  of  all  protest- 
ant  churches.  It  has  enjoyed  the  inestimable  felici- 
ty of  never  having  assembled  within  its  limits  an 
Ecclesiastical  Council,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  in  the  ordination  of  a  minister.  There 
ha\  e  been  uniformly  entertained  rational  and  correct 
ideas  of  religious  liberty.  Whenever  individuals 
imbibed  a  sectarian  spirit,  they  were  allowed^  with- 
out persecution,  and  without  any  infringement  of 
their  rights  of  judgment  and  conscience,  to  worship 
the  God  of  their  fathers  in  the  mode  which  to  them 
seemed  right ;  and  were  cordially  recommended  by 
their  Christian  brethren  to  the  grace  of  God.  To 
this  spirit  of  toleration  and  charity  is  to  be  ascribed 
a  great  portion  of  the  prosperity  and  peace  which 
here  prevailed.  Cast  an  eye  on  the  internal  state 
of  churches  and  towns,  in  which  the  Catholicism  of 
the  gospel  has  not  been  cultivated  ;  in  which  a  spir. 
it  of  religious  controversy  and  uncharitableness  has 
been  predominant.    Sectarians  have  multiplied; 


11 


disputes  and  divisions  have  ensued;  the  church 
has  been  rent  ;  a  period  has  been  put  to  their 
growth  and  happiness. 

f  Innumerable  are  the  evils  and  dangei's,  which  flow 
from  churches  being  without  the  regular  dispensa- 
tion of  the  word  and  ordinances.  In  view  of  these 
evils  and  dangers,  we  notice  the  extraordinary  good- 
ness of  Divine  Providence  in  the  longevity  and  use- 
fulness of  my  two  immediate  predecessorsj  w^ho 
ministered  in  this  house.  It  is  indeed  a  memora- 
ble fact  in  our  history,  that  in  one  hundred  and 
eight  years  past  there  have  been  only  ten  months,  the 
time  which  elapsed  between  the  death  of  Rev.  Mr, 
Prentice*  and  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Mr.  Har- 
RiNGTON.f  in  v^hich  this  Church  has  been  without 
a  settled  minister.  It  is  no  less  worthy  of  being 
mentioned  with  gratitude,  that  our  records  are  not 
defaced  with  any  instance  of  a  controversy  between 
this  Church  and  either  of  their  pastors.  I  have  ev- 
er contemplated  those  two  holy  men  as  remarkably 
displaying  a  model  of  the  ministerial  character,  at 
the  time  in  which  they  respectively  lived.  In  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Prentice  were  united  the  commanding 
dignity,  the  severity  of  maimers,  the  pointedness  in 
his  publick  preaching,  which  were  thought  by  the 
generation  he  served  to  be  indispensable  character- 
istics of  a  Christian  minister.  "  The  young  men 
saw  him  and  hid  themselves ;  and  the  aged  arose 
and  stood  up."  The  Rev.  Mr.  Harrington  exhib- 

*  Rev.  John  Prentice  was  ordained  March29, 1708.  Hediei 
January  6,  174T-8,  aged  66. 

+  Rev.  Timothy  Harrington  was  ordained  Nov.  IS, 
He  died  December  18»  1T95,  aged  80. 
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ited  the  urbanity,  the  condescension,  the  cheerful^ 
ness,  the  candour  for  youthful  errours  and  frailtiesj 
which  are  congenial  with  the  spirit  of  more  modern 
times,  and  a  nearer  imitation  of  the  temper  of  his 
Great  Master.  While  classical  learning  shall  be 
viewed  an  honourable  attainment ;  while  charity 
and  the  general  practice  of  the  ministerial  and 
Christian  virtues  shall  enhance  personal  worth,  or 
be  esteemed  an  ornament  to  society  and  to  the 
church,  the  name  of  Harrington  will  be  in  pre-, 
cious  remembrance. 

In  the  performance  of  this  valedictory  servicCj 
you  will  indulge  me  with  making  a  few  remarks 
more  immediately  relating  to  myself.  Standing  for 
the  last  time  to  address  you  from  this  sacred  desk, 
there  is  awakened  an  impressive  recollection  of  the 
solemn  charge  which  I  here  received.  Neither  can 
I  forbear  to  say  that  this  temple  is  endeared  to  me 
by  the  remembrance,  that  since  my  ministry  com- 
menced, seven  hundred  and  ten  have  received  bap-, 
tism,  the  initiating  seal  of  the  gospel,  I  do  also  de- 
rive consolation  from  the  reflection,  that  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  have,  during  this  term,  been 
received  to  the  communion  of  this  Church.  I  do 
at  the  same  time  join  with  you  in  indulging  a  meL 
ancholy  pleasure,  while  I  review  the  names  of  a  vast 
multitude,  with  whom  we  once  delighted  to  associ- 
ate in  this  house,  but  who,  we  trust,  are  advanced 
before  us  to  the  higher  honours  aud  the  more  edi- 
fying service  of  the  temple  which  is  above. 

The  occasion  loudly  calls  upon  me  for  a  publick 
expression  of  my  gratitude  for  every  instance  of  fa- 
vourable interpretation  of  my  motives  and  conduct ; 
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for  your  candour  in  judging  of  my  ministerial  ser- 
vices ;  and  for  the  many  instances  of  respect,  kind- 
ness, and  liberality  which  I  have  experienced.  *'  Out 
of  the  abundance  of  my  heart"  I  am  constrained  to 
speak  of  the  goodness  of  a  kind  Providence  toward 
me,  when  I  compare  my  own  situation  with  that  of 
many  of  my  fathers  and  brethren  in  the  ministry.  I 
see  them  deserted  by  their  fonner  supporters  and 
friends  ;  who,  without  concern  for  the  feelings  and 
happiness  of  those  v»^ho  have  faithfully  broken  to  them 
the  bread  of  life,  are  heaping  to  themselves  teach- 
ers, having  itching  ears."  I  behold  these  ministers 
weeping  between  the  porch  and  the  altar,"  be- 
cause the  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing"  have  pillag- 
ed their  flocks.  I  then  lift  up  my  heart  in  gratitude 
to  God,  that  he  has  appointed  me  to  minister  to  a 
Society,  who  have  a  laudable  pride  in  preserving 
its  reputation  unstained,  its  order  and  harmony  un- 
broken. I  add  a  devout  prayer,  that  so  long  as  he 
shall  see  meet  to  continue  me  in  the  Christian  vine- 
yard, he  will  save  me  from  the  mortifying,  the  heart- 
rending trial,  of  seeing  the  flock  committed  to  my 
charge  "  scattered  upon  the  mountains." 

We  have  now  come  to  what  facts  have  often 
proved  to  be  an  interesting  and  critical  stage  in  the 
history  of  a  Christian  society.  How  many  church- 
es and  towns  have  dated  the  termination  of  their 
union  and  prosperity  from  the  change  of  their  place 
of  worship.  In  view  of  this  scene,  and  during  the 
preparations  for  it,  I  assure  you  a  solicitude  for  the 
result  has  caused  me  to  tremble.  Had  you  the 
feelings  of  a  minister,  who  respects  and  esteems  the 
people  of  his  charge,  you  could  better  imagine,  than 
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I  describe,  the  happiness  I  derive  from  a-  hope  of 
your  continued  union  and  peace. 

Now,  therefore,  treasure  in  your  memory  the 
moral  and  rehgious  history  of  our  ancestors,  which 
I  have  this  afternoon  sketched.  Does  it  not  enkin- 
dle in  your  bosoms  a  flame  of  gratitude  to  Heaven, 
that  you  have  descended  from,  and  entered  into, 
the  labours  of  such  men  ?  Does  it  not  fire  you  with 
a  holy  ambition  to  become  like  them  ?  Would  you 
not  make  any  sacrifices,  endure  any  efforts  or  priva- 
tions, that  it  may  be  recorded  concerning  you  when 
you  are  dead,  as  of  your  predecessors,  that  you 
have  served  your  God  and  your  generation  accord- 
ing to  his  will  ?  Nothing  remains  for  you  to  secure 
this  honour,  but  to  stand  in  the  ways  and  see  ; 
and  to  ask  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way 
in  which  our  fathers  walked?"  Walk  ye  in  it,  and 
you  and  your  families  shall  find  honour  and  rest. 
Let  no  circumstance  efface  from  your  mind  the  per- 
suasion, that  you  have  a  large  share  of  accountabili- 
ty for  the  moral  and  religious  state,  for  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  this  Society,  while  the  building 
you  have  now  finished  shall  stand. 

When  we  think  of  the  frowns  of  Providrnce  the 
past  season,  and  the  ill  success  of  our  agricultural 
labours,  it  may  appear  to  each  of  us  an  arduous  ad- 
venture to  take  an  interest  in,  and  to  engage  to  de- 
fray a  proportional  part  of  the  expense  of  the  tem- 
ple we  have  erected  ;  which  will  be  the  appropriate 
duty  of  the  morrow.*   I  am  convinced,  and  I  hope 

•  The  Town  at  a  late  meeting  had  voted,  that  there  should  be  a 
publick  vendue  for  the  sale  of  the  pews  in  the  new  M?eting-Housc„ 
♦n  Monday,  December  30th. 


15 


to  confirm  you  in  the  belief,  that  there  is  no  siifS- 
cient  cause  for  hesitation  or  distressing  anxiety. 
Let  me  call  to  your  remembrance  the  motives, 
which  may  well  encourage  you  to  apply  a  part  of 
your  substance  to  this  object.  I  do  not  believe 
that  house  has  been  built  from  mercenary  views. 
Had  this  been  the  case,  you  might  be  told  that  you 
calculated  correctly  when  you  judged  that  it  would 
give  an  increased  value  to  your  other  possessions. 
You  may  also  be  told  of  the  additional  pleasure  you 
shall  receive,  when  you  go  up  to  that  house  of  the 
Lord.  You  may  there  hope  to  meet  your  neigh- 
bours and  friends,  who  have  with  apparent  sincerity 
lamented  that  they  could  not  find  an  accommoda- 
tion for  themselves  and  their  families  in  this  ancient 
house.  They  will  there  find  "room  enough  and  to 
spare  and  we  shall  bid  them  a  hearty  welcome  to 
our  religious  services  and  pleasures.  You  may 
consider  yourselves  as  contributing  to  a  building, 
which  is  viewed  by  the  discerning  and  pious  as  an 
honourable  proof  of  the  publick  spirit,  of  the  moral 
and  Christian  character  of  this  people,  and  of  their 
"  zeal  for  the  Lord  of  Hosts."  You  may  believe^ 
that  in  the  expenditure  of  tomorrow  you  are  pur- 
chasing for  yourselves  and  for  your  posterity  for 
many  generations  a  precious  bond  of  union.  You 
may,  moreover,  and  what  is  most  highly  to  be  val- 
ued, perform  this  act  with  the  belief,  that  if  you  arc 
influenced  by  a  regard  to  the  glory  of  God,  his 
blessing  will  attend  you,  and  carry  you  to  the  full 
accomplishment  of  the  work  you  have  in  hand. 

We  do  now  bid  these  walls  adieu,  v  hich  arc 
remembrancers  of  the  worth  of  our  fathers,  and  of 
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the  ancient  moral  glory  of  this  toWli.  We  bid 
them  adieu,  as  precious  memorials  of  many  relig- 
ious privileges,  blessings^  and  consolations  we  have 
ourselves  shared.  We  bid  them  adieu  ;  and 
appeal  to  Him,  in  whom  is  "  all  our  sufficiency," 
to  aid  us  in  executing  this  solemn  purpose ;  that 
we  will,  by  our  examplCj  our  publick  spirit,  our 
condescension,  consecrate  every  power  he  has  giv^ 
en  us  to  preserve  the  reputation,  to  advance  the 
prosperity,  and  to  promote  the  peace  of  this  Church 
and  Town. 

If  it  can  be  any  addition  to  the  happiness  of  in- 
habitants of  the  upper  world,  to  contemplate  the 
scenes  through  which  mortals  are  passing,  we  may 
believe  that  the  ministers  and  other  perfected  spir-* 
its,  who  here  once  preached  and  worshipped,  are 
now  beholding  with  extacy  us,  their  children  and 
successors.  They  look  with  delight,  while  they  see 
us  as  a  band  of  brothers  casting  a  wishful  eye  toward^ 
and  hoping  soon  to  be  peaceful  worshippers  in  the 
house  which  we  have  built  as  "a  habitation  for  the 
mighty  God  of  Jacob."  We  may  go  forward  to  the 
duties  of  the  week,  and  bend  our  course  to  that 
temple  ;  hoping  that  we  may  each  apply  to  himself 
the  animating  and  consoling  promise  of  the  God 
whom  we  worship — "  My  presence  shall  go  with 
thee,  and  I  will  give  thee  rest." 
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SERMON. 


EPHESIANS  ii.  19,20,21,22. 

ifOW  THEREFORE,  YE  ARE  NO  MORE  STRANGERS  AND 
FOREIGNERS.  BUT  FELLOW-CITIZENS  WITH  THE 
SAINTS,  AND  OF  THE  HOUSEHOLD  OF  GOD  ;  AND  ARE 
BUILT  UPON  THE  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  APOSTLES 
AND  PROPHETS,  JESUS  CHRIST  HIMSELF  BEING  THE 
CHIEF  CORNER  STONE;  IN  WHOM  ALL  THE  BUILD- 
ING FITLY  FRAMED  TOGETHER,  GROWETH  UNTO  AN 
HOLY  TEMPLE  IN  THE  LORD.  IN  WHOM  YE  ALSO 
ARE  BUILDED  TOGETHER  FOR  AN  HABITATION  OF 
GOD  THROUGH  THE  SPIRIT, 

If  we  except  the  allusion  to  their  former  state 
as  heathen,  which  appears  in  the  phrase^  ye  are 
no  more  strangers  and  foreigners,'^  the  sentiment  of 
the  apostle  will  admit  an  equally  pertinent  applica- 
tion to  all  Christians,  as  to  the  members  of  the 
Church  at  Ephesus*  By  the  metaphors  of  a  "  city'^ 
and  a  house'*  or  temple,  our  attention  is  directed 
to  the  Church  of  Christ.  With  reference  to  a  city, 
the  newly  initiated  disciples  are  affirmed  to  have  a 
clear  title  to  all  the  rights,  immunities  and  privi- 
leges of  citizenship.  Ye  are  fellow- citizens  with 
the  saints."  / 
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In  a  variety  of  instances  a  "  house"  and  "  tern* 
pie"  have  the  same  appUcation.  Of  each  I  will  re- 
cite  one  example.  "  To  whom  coming  as  unto  a 
living  stone,  disallowed  indeed  of  men,  but  chosen 
of  God  and  precious,  ye  also  as  lively  stones  are 
built  up  a  spiritual  house,  an  holy  priesthood,  to 
offer  up  spiritual  sacjrifices,  acceptable  to  God 
through  Jesus  Christ."  *'  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are 
the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  spirit  of  God 
dwelleth  in  you  ?  If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of 
God,  him  shall  God  destroy  ;  for  the  temple  of  God 
is  holy,  which  temple  ye  are."  It  is  not  a  solitary 
instance  in  which  the  Saviour,  who  is  the  unchange- 
able foundation  and  support  of  the  Church,  is  de- 
scribed as  " a  corner-stone."  "Behold,  I  lay  in 
Zion  a  chief  corner-stone,  elect,  precious  ;  and  he 
that  believeth  on  him  shall  not  be  confounded." 

Unto  you,  therefore,  who  believe,  he  is  precious ; 
but  unto  them  who  are  disobedient,  the  stone 
which  the  builders  disallowed,  the  same  is  made 
the  head  of  the  corner."  We  are  carried  forward 
to  contemplate  the  edifice  which  stands  upon  this 
broad  and  immoveable  basis,  rising  in  all  its  come- 
liness, majesty,  order,  harmony  and  beauty.  In 
whom  all  the  building  fitly  framed  together,  grow- 
eth  unto  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord."  The  repre- 
sentation closes  with  the  idea  that  this  splendid  and 
finished  building,  through  the  sustaining  inflrience  .^ 
of  divine  grace,  becomes  a  fit  residence  for  the 
Eternal  God,  "  In  whom  ye  also  are  builded  to- 
gether for  an  habitation  of  God,  through  the  Spirit." 

We  are  assembled,  my  Christian  friends,  to  ded- 
icate this  house  to  the  worship  of  God,  and  to  wit« 


ness  a  building  designed  as  an  accommodation  for 
the  Church  of  Christ.  The  scene  has  collected 
members  from  many  branches  of  the  Redeemer's 
family.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  an  appropriate 
employment  of  the  present  hour,  if  I  invite  you  to 
accompany  me  in  a  consideration  of  the  equality  of 
Christian  Churches  ;  of  their  common  foundation  ; 
and  of  the  means  by  which  they  may  be  made  to 
appear  as  a  well-proportioned  and  perfect  spiritual  ^ 
structure. 

I.  We  are  to  meditate  upon  the  equality  of 
Christian  Churches. 

It  was  a  standing  ordinance  under  the  Jewish 
dispensation,  that  the  respective  tribes  should  three 
times  every  year  make  a  publick  appearance  in  the 
temple.  They  there  beheld  peculiar  exhibitions  of 
the  divine  glory.  This  assembly  formed  the  an- 
cient Church. 

Under  the  Christian  dispensation  are  no  exclu- 
sively local ,  provisions.  Jesus  saith  to  the  woman 
of  Samaria,  "Believe  me,  the  hour  cometh,  when 
ye  shall  neither  in  this  mountain,  nor  yet  at  Jerusa- 
lem, worship  the  Father.  The  hour  cometh  and 
now  is,  when  the  true  worshippers  shall  worship 
the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth ;  for  the  Father 
seeketh  such  to  worship  him."  In  entire  corre- 
spondence with  this  liberal  and  delightful  view  of 
religious  worship  are  the  instructions  relating  to 
the  Christian  Church.  It  is  described  as  a  vast 
community,  composed  of  believers  in  Jesus  Christ, 
of  all  nations,  kindreds  and  tongues. 
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In  the  execution  of  their  commission,  the  first 
planters  of  Christianity,  wherever  success  attended 
their  labours,  organized  a  church.  They  did  this, 
that  individual  disciples  might  with  greater  ease 
and  convenience  maintain  the  offices  of  religion. 
They  had  also  in  view  the  advantage  derived  from 
mutual  aid,  counsel,  encouragement  and  consola- 
tion. By  this  arrangement  the  union  of  the  disci- 
ples was  cemented,  the  common  edification  ad- 
vanced, and  the  Church  universal  "  grew  and  mul- 
tiplied." 

It  was  the  ordinary  usage  to  ordain  over  each 
church  an  Elder  or  Bishop  as  its  instructer  or  gov- 
ernour.  Deacons  w^re  likewise  appointed  to  dis- 
tribute the  charities  of  the  brethren,  and  to  perform 
other  appropriate  and  necessary  services.  These 
limited  communities,  when  thus  organized,  as 
bodies  politick  had  discretionary  power  to  form  and 
adopt  rules  of  government ;  to  decide  questions  of 
an  indifferent  nature  ;  and  to  manage  all  concerns 
which  did  not  infringe  the  rights  of  other  Chris- 
tians and  churches,  prevent  the  progress  of  "  pure 
and  unde filed  religion,"  or  interfere  with  the  com- 
mands and  authority  of  Him  "  who  is  Head  over  all 
things  to  the  Church." 

Every  precautionary  instruction  and  measure 
were  published,  to  prevent  particular  branches  of 
the  family  from  usurping  or  imagining  they  pos- 
sessed pre-eminent  authority.  Said  its  Great  Head, 
in  view  of  the  ambition  which  is  a  predominant 
frailty  of  the  human  heart,  and  that  his  followers 
might  clearly  perceive  the  grounds  of  that  equality 
A\  Inch  is  a  ruling  principle  in  his  kingdom — "  One 
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is  your  Master,  even  Christ ;  and  all  ye  are  breth- 
ren." The  evidence  that  his  most  distinguished 
minister  understood  this  principle,  appears  in  his 
affectionate  and  catholic  ,  salutation  to  the  Corinthi- 
an Church.  "  Unto  the  Church  of  God  which  is 
at  Corinth,  to  them  that  are  sanctified  in  Christ  Je- 
sus, called  to  be  saints,  with  all  that  in  every  place 
call  upon  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  both 
their 's  and  our's." 

Various  and  weighty  reasons  may  be  pleaded  in 
favour  of  reminding  all  who  have  lived  since  the 
apostolic  age,  of  the  spirit  and  extent  of  Christian 
equality.  Houses  are  built  for  the  accommodation 
of  disciples  of  a  particular  class.  Christians  are 
denominated  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians,  Anabap- 
tists, Congregationalists  ;  or  are  known  by  some 
other  discriminating  title.  Through  the  influence 
of  natural  temper,  parentage,  education,  or  means 
of  investigating  truth,  they  are  liable  to  a  diversity 
of  ideas,  to  various  scriptural  interpretations.  They 
are  tempted  to  attach  to  their  own  sect  or  denomi- 
nation an  exclusive  sanctity,  and  to  imagine  that 
they  alone  are  entrusted  with  "  the  keys  of  the 
kingdom."  They  are  in  danger  also  of  connecting 
with  particular  forms  an  unauthorized  solemnity  ; 
of  believing  that  the  mode  of  administering  the  seal 
of  the  gospel  is  essential  to  its  validity  ;  that  a  par- 
ticular attitude  in  prayer  is  necessary  to  its  accepta- 
bleness  ;  that  uniformity  of  sentiment  may  consist- 
ently be  established  as  a  term  of  communion  ;  and 
that  "  the  words  which  man's  wisdom  teacheth," 
may  with  safety  be  the  basis  of  Christian  inter- 
course.   These  circumstances  and  views  are  not 
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irreconcileable  with  sincerity,  and  may  be  the  ttattl^ 
ral  result  of  fraihies  and  prepossessions,  which  are; 
inseparable  from  human  weakness  and  fallibility* 
They  notwithstanding  point  it  out  as  a  duty,  that 
we  make  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  Christian  commu- 
nity to  be  influenced  by  a  correct  sense  of  their 
equal  standing  in  the  family  of  Christ*    They  lead 
us  to  infer  the  instruction  to  be  important,  that 
while  "  there  are  many  members,  there  is  one 
body      that  although  there  are  many  branches  of 
the  family,  scattered  amongst  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  each  is  known  by  a  distinct  appellation, 
they  have  one  Head.    They  give  weight  to  the 
sentiment,  and  render  its  enforcement  at  all  times 
important,  that  the  Church  is  the  depositary  of  the 
scriptures,  and  that  each  individual  may  independ- 
ently consult  and  interpret  them  as  the  inalienable 
charter  of  his  religious  privileges  and  rights.  They 
prove  that  it  is  profitable  in  its  design  and  tenden- 
cy for  the  minister  of  Jesus  "  to  affirm  constantly,'^ 
that  all  who  love  him  in  sincerity,  and  walk  in  his 
commandments  and  ordinances,  are  worthy  mem- 
bers of  his  family  ;  that  he  is  an  universal  Redeem- 
er, being     the  Author  of  eternal  salvation  to  all 
them  that  obey  him.''    They  moreover  plead  the 
necessity  of    stirring  up  the  pure  minds  of  believ- 
ers by  way  of  remembrance      that  when  He,  who 
is  now  Head  of  the  Church,     shall  come  in  his 
own  glory,  and  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  and  of 
the  holy  angels,"  to  execute  his  authority  as 
"  Judge  of  the  quick  and  dead,"  the  following  will 
be  circumstances  in  this  splendid,  all-important  and 
final  scene.    The  distinctions  of  churches,  of  sect 
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^nd  denomination  will  be  unknown*  Their  sevefat 
leaders^  who  on  the  earth  were  worshipped  and 
honoured,  "  will  cast  their  crowns''  at  the  feet  of 
the  Judge.  One  rule  shall  measure  the  decisions 
of  "  the  Great  Day*'*  Sincerity  will  be  the  test  of 
character*  "  Every  man  shall  be  rewarded  accord- 
ing to  his  works*'* 

11.  From  a  consideration  of  the  equality  of  the 
Churches,  we  proceed  to  a  survey  of  their  common 
foundation^    "  Ye  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of 
the  apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  be* 
ing  the  chief  corner-stone." 

Evangelical  history  brings  to  our  view  two 
jclasses  of  prophets.  They  who  lived  under  the 
ancient  dispensation  had  premonition  of,  and  were 
enabled  to  foretel  events  relating  to  the  Messiah, 
and  to  the  general  interests  of  the  Church*  The 
superior  Christian  prophets,  from  personal  knowl- 
edge, aided  by  supernatural  light,  were  capable  of 
interpreting  the  ancient  prophecies,  and  of  applying 
them  to  their  own  times  and  to  passing  scenes. 
Being  mentioned  after  the  apostles,  it  has  led  some 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  latter  only  were  intended. 
The  apostles  and  both  classes  of  prophets  had  for 
their  great  object  to  display  the  evidence  and  to 
publish  an  impartial  history  of  the  instructions  and 
mediation  of  Christ.  It  cannot  therefore  be  a  li- 
centious construction,  if  the  fruits  of  their  several 
labours  be  respected  as  important  parts  of  the 
Christian  foundation.  With  singular  pertinency  is 
Jesus  Christ  called  **  the  chief  corner- storie,"  beings 
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essential  bo^h  to  unite  and  complete  the  foundEitio% 
and  to  support  the  superstructure. 

This  pre-eminence  is  assigned  to  "  the  Author 
and  Finisher  of  our  faith"  for  two  very  important 
reasons. 

1.  That  portion  of  the  Christian  revelation  which 
contains  his  particular  instructions  and  history,  is,  so 
far  as  relates  to  doctrines  and  moral  rules,  to  be  re- 
lied on  as  a  key  to  the  whole.  Is  evidence  necessary 
that  the  inspired  writers  had  this  conviction,  and  that 
their  preaching  was  only  an  amplification  and  en- 
forcement of  that  of  their  Master  ?  It  may  be  found 
in  what  the  great  apostle  declares  was  the  ruling  pur- 
pose of  his  ministry.  "  I  determined  not  to  know 
any  thing  amongst  you,  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him 
crucified."  If  at  any  time  in  the  epistles  expres- 
sions occur  which  are  hard  to  be  understood,"  or 
doctrines  apparently  irreconcileable  with  the  general 
spirit  of  the  instructions  of  Christ,  we  are  not  hasti- 
ly to  decide  their  meaning.  On  a  more  critical 
examination,  we  shall  find  them  relate  to  existing 
controversies  in  the  churches  which  were  address- 
ed, and  to  contain  no  principle  which  their  author 
did  not  find  expressed  or  implied  in  what  was 
taught  by  our  Divine  Master,  It  may  be  received 
in  the  most  unqualified  sense,  that  all  essential 
faith,  all  general  rules  relating  to  the  government 
of  the  churcn,  or  to  the  direction  of  life  ;  the  sub- 
lime and  consistent  doctrines  of  the  mediation  of 
Christ,  and  of  divine  influences  ;  the  certainty  of  a 
resurrection  and  future  life  ;  and  the  conditions  of 
final  salvation  and  happiness,  are  all  to  be  found  in 
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the  Sermon  on  the  MGunt,  or  m  the  occasional  les- 
sons of  Him  who    spake  as  never  man  spake." 

2.  A  still  more  important  reason  may  be  given 
for  the  place  which  the  Redeemer  occupies  in  the 
foundation  of  the  spiritual  building.  Common 
perplexity  has  embarrassed  the  reflections  and  in- 
quiries of  tlie  wise  and  good  in  all  former  ages  and 
in  Gentile  nations,  who  had  faith  in  the  being  and 
government  of  God.  Considering  in  connexion 
with  these  the  impotence  and  corruption  of  man  ; 
the  dangers  which  beset  a  virtuous  and  religious 
course ;  the  temptations  to  vice  and  impiety  ;  and 
the  high  moral  elevation  which  was  conceived  to 
be  a  reasonable  term  of  happiness ;  they  were  en- 
veloped by  a  cloud,  but  could  find  no  adequate 
means  for  dispersing  it.  Curiosity  sometimes  per- 
plexes itself  to  devise  reasons  for  the  provisions  of 
the  gospel,  to  learn  the  full  extent  of  the  benefits 
which  if  proiFers,  and  the  precise  measure  of  moral 
goodness  necessary  to  their  attainment  To  what 
purpose,  in  reference  to  the  religious  progress  of 
individuals,  or  to  the  edification  of  the  spiritual 
body  of  Christ,  can  be  the  searching  after  reasons 
and  views  which  God  in  wisdom  hath  not  seen  fit 
to  reveal  ?  Having  knowledge  of  "  the  new  and 
living  way"  through  a  Redeemer  to  pardon  and  sal- 
vation, let  this  check  all  needless  perplexities.  Let 
it  satisfy  the  inquiring  believer,  that  the  mercy  of 
God  in  the  mediation  of  Christ,  by  which  he  un- 
derstands every  article  of  his  instruction,  his  life, 
sufferings,  death,  resurrection,  ascension  and  inter- 
cession, forms  the  ground  of  his  hope.  This  it  is, 
which  makes  the  Son  of  God  "  the  corner- stone" 
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ill  the  spiritual  foundation.  It  may  well  be  the 
theme  of  continual  praise,  that  "  God  is  in  Christ 
reconciling  the  world  unto  himself,  not  imputing 
their  trespasses  unto  them ;  and  hath  committed 
unto  us  the  word  of  reconciliation." 

III.  It  remains  that  we  review  the  meansy  by 
which  the  Churches  may  be  made  to  appear  as  a  well- 
proportioned  and  perfect  spiritual  structure.  This 
opens  a  v»dde  field  for  discussion.  Time  will  only 
allow  me  to  enter  it. 

Preparatory  to  the  recapitulation,  I  would  call 
your  attention  to  one  natural  conclusion  of  reason 
and  revelation  of  the  gospel.  It  is,  that  all  our  tem- 
poral  and  spiritual  labours  depend  for  prosperity 
and  success  on  the  concurring  agency  and  blessing 
of  Heaven.  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house, 
they  labour  in  vain  that  build  it."  "  Except  the 
Lord  keep  the  city,  the  watchman  waketh  but  in 
vain."  We  are,  at  the  same  time,  indebted  to  the 
heavenly  Messenger  for  communications,  which 
evince  this  doctrine  to  have  the  support  of  the  high- 
est reason.  We  have  him  for  our  authority,  that  in 
its  operation  it  has  no  necessary  influence  over  the 
natural  or  moral  powers  of  any  order  of  intelligent 
cies.  With  equal  clearness  does  he  teach  us,  that 
this  rich  blessing  may  be  secured  by  every  humble 
and  importunate  applicant.  He  has  instructed  us, 
and  given  us  as  a  pledge  the  essential  goodness  of 
our  Father  in  heaven,  that  the  common  and  evan- 
gelical blessings  which  are  needed,  shall  be  freely 
bestowed  upon  those  who  perseveringly  use  the 
appointed  means  for  obtaining  them.      If  ye  then, 
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being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your 
children,  how  much  more  shall  your  Father,  who 
is  in  heaven,  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  who 
ask  it." 

It  is  not  less  necessary,  that  to  the  proper  seletJ- 
tion  of  these  means,  the  cautionary  lesson,  so  forci- 
bly expressed  by  the  apostle,  receive  an  universal 
and  obedient  attention.  "  According  to  the  grace 
of  God,  which  is  given  unto  me  as  a  wise  master- 
builder,  I  have  laid  the  foundation,  and  another 
buildeth  thereon.  But  let  every  man  take  heed  how 
he  buildeth  thereupon.  For  other  foundation  can 
no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ. 
Now  if  any  man  build  upon  this  foundation  gold, 
silver,  precious  stones,  wood,  hay,  stubble,  every 
man's  work  shall  be  made  manifest."  The  prima- 
ry purpose  of  this  monition  probably  was,  to  in- 
fluence religious  teachers  in  the  first  Christian  age, 
in  their  selection  of  persons  to  serve  as  materials 
of  the  spiritual  edifice  they  were  rearing.  With- 
out a  forced  construction  it  may  be  read  as  a  moni- 
tory address  to  all  Christians,  in  reference  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  their  theory  of  religion.  "  Gold, 
silver,  precious  stones,"  do  in  this  case  impres- 
sively represent  the  divine  principles  which  Je- 
sus inculcated,  producing  their  genuine  fruits. — 
"Wood,  hay,  stubble,"  with  no  less  emphasis  de- 
scribe the  imaginations  and  delusions,  which  spring 
from  superficial  inquiry,  ungoverned  fancy,  and  ar- 
dent feelings  or  passions.  May  I  not  w^ith  perti- 
nency admonish  all  disciples  of  the  danger  of  build- 
ing on  a  mistaken  foundation  !  May  I  not  apprize 
them  of  the  hazard,  lest  they  contemplate  what  arc 
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only  ornamental  parts  of  the  edifice  as  the  founda- 
tion !  Is  it  an  uncandid  reflection  on  their  under- 
standing and  judgment,  to  exhort  them  to  take  heed 
lest  they  admit,  as  inestimable  and  sacred  in  a 
Christian  view,  what  are  no  parts  either  of  the  basis 
or  the  superstructure !  If  we  submit  our  under- 
standing and  conscience  to  human  authority,  to 
traditionary  lessons,  to  misguided  zeal,  to  sudden 
and  transient  impressions,  or,  indeed,  to  any  thing 
short  of  the  express  laws  and  instructions  of  Christ, 
we  are  in  danger  of  building  upon  the  sand.  We 
may  bend  our  energies  to  demolish,  leather  than 
to  rear,  the  spiritual  fabrick. 

In  the  judgment  of  Protestants,  one  of  the  most 
effectual  means  of  advancing  the  glory  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  is  a  strict  adherence  to  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  the  Reformation.  We  can  be  at  no  loss 
to  determine  what  these  principles  are,  if  we  listen 
to  a  concise  description  of  the  character  of  that  em- 
inent reformer,  Luther,  as  we  find  it  recorded  by 
an  ecclesiastical  historian*  in  high  estimation.  "  As 
a  philosopher,  he  embraced  the  doctrine  of  the 
Nominalists,  which  was  the  system  adopted  by  his 
order ;  while  in  divinity  he  chiefly  followed  the 
sentiments  of  Augustine  ;  but  in  both,  he  pre- 
ferred the  decisions  of  scripture,  and  the  dictates  of 
right  reason,  before  the  authority  and  opinions  of 
fallible  men."  Reason  being  the  candle  of  the 
Lord,"  and  scripture  his  infallible  and  perfect  work, 
these  can  never  with  consistency  be  held  in  sub- 
ordination to  any  inferior  means  of  light  and  knowl- 
edge. 

♦MOSHBIM. 
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Christian  communion,  on  the  declared  terms  of 
the  gospel,  is  indispensable  to  cause  the  building 
We  contemplate  to  be  "fitly  framed  together." — 
"  A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand."  It 
is  true  we  have  the  promise  of  the  Redeemer  for 
the  ground  of  our  faith  in  the  final  security  and 
prosperity  of  his  Church.    Our  humble  part  in  the 
bringing  forward  this  glorious  scene  is,  to  be  united 
m  the  love  and  service  of  God,  and  in  the  love  of 
each  other.    In  view  of  the  diversities  of  temper, 
education  and  associations,  there  is  no  ground  upon 
which  Christians  may  reasonably  hope  to  meet  and 
enjoy  communion,  but  upon  the  terms  which  Christ 
has  appointed.    Some  fathers  in  the  Church  have 
engaged  in  bitter  dissensions  with  others.  Human 
formularies  of  faith  are  expressed  in  the  favourite 
terms  of  their  promulgators,  and  too  often  tend  to 
enchain  the  understanding  and  bind  the  conscience 
of  the  humble  and  inquiring  disciple.    Let  it  not 
be  thought  to  result  from  indifference  to  the  truth, 
or  from  want  of  conviction  of  the  need  and  all- suffi- 
ciency of  the  Saviour,  if  a  hope  is  expressed  that 
the  time  will  come,  when  he  who  adopts  the  Chris- 
tian revelation  as  his  universal  rule,  acknowledges 
Jesus  Christ  as  his  Lord  and  Master,  and  displays 
the  spirit  of  his  gospel,  shall  be  believed  by  all  to 
possess  every  qualification  for  the  offices  of  Chris- 
tian fellowship.    Each  individual  of  the  family  of 
Jesus,  who  is  under  the  influence  of  this  hope,  will 
be  ready  to  address  men  of  this  description  in  the 
following  affectionate  language  of  an  eminent  ser- 
vant^ of  Christ.    "  Blessed  of  me  be  ye  all,  who 
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love  God  and  man,  truth  and  virtue  ;  who  love  the 
grand  restorer  and  promoter  of  them,  Jesus  Christ- 
Be  ye  blessed  of  me  as  brethren,  as  members  of  the 
same  family.  Your  names  and  distinctive  marks  af- 
fect me  not.  Here  is  the  hand  of  love  and  friendship^ 
My  heart  accords  with  your's  ;  our  sentiments  and 
affections  are  the  same ;  our  object  is  the  same ;  and 
if  at  times  we  part  in  the  road  to  it,  we  shall  here- 
after come  together  again,  and  felicitate  ourselves  on 
the  attainment  of  it.  In  the  mean  time  let  us,  as 
often  as  we  meet,  hold  out  the  hand  to  each  other^ 
encourage  each  other  to  proceed,  and  never  forget, 
that  we  all,  on  our  road  to  that  object,  experience 
many  vicissitudes  of  light  and  darkness,  and  that 
even  none  of  us  arrive  at  it  without  stumbling, 
without  sometimes  striking  into  crooked  paths,  or 
even  into  devious  turnings  and  insidious  mazes.'- 

It  is  no  less  essential  to  the  comely  proportions 
and  perfection  of  the  spiritual  edifice,  that  the  moral 
system  of  Christianity  have  its  full  influence  and 
operation  upon  all,  who  profess  their  faith  in  its  di- 
vine Author. 

Equally  necessary  it  is,  that  the  ordinances  insti- 
tuted by  Christ,  and  that  every  inferior  means  of 
religion,  should  command  the  cordial,  the  decided 
support  of  all  who  desire  the  advancement  of  his 
Church.  In  compassion  to  the  frailties  of  men,  and 
to  the  control  which  visible  objects  and  external 
means  are  fitted  to  have  over  their  understanding 
and  life,  were  these  means  divinely  appointed. 

It  cannot  l?e  doubted  that  a  decent  and  liberal 
attention  to  the  building  and  decoration  of  houses 
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of  Worship  will  have  a  favourable  influence  on  tlie* 
social  and  moral  state  of  a  community,  and  happily 
aid  the  object  we  have  contemplated.  If  this  ob» 
ject  be  constantly  in  view,  and  the  divine  glory  be 
the  .  ultimate  purpose,  every  encouragement  is  held 
out  in  the  scriptures  to  expect  a  blesshig* 

So  far  as  libef^ity  and  solicitude  in  finishing  a 
house  for  divine  worship  are  evidence  of  a  desire 
for  the  prosperity  and  growth  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  the  members  of  this  Religious  Society  may 
hope,  that  when  weighed  in  an  impartial  balance, 
they  shall  not  be  found  wanting.  They  have  es- 
caped the  reproach  of  living  in  ceiled  houses,  while 
the  house  of  the  Lord  was  suifered  to  lie  waste. 
The  reflecting  will  perceive^  from  a  view  of  the  du- 
rability and  value  of  the  materials^  that  selfishness 
and  avarice  had  no  control  over  these  arrangements* 
They  will  see  and  applaud  the  concern  which  is 
manifest  for  the  continued  prosperity  and  welfare  of 
the  present)  and  for  the  union  and  happiness  of  sue- 
ceeding  generations* 

I  am  happy  in  giving  publick  assurance  that  this 
temple  has  been  erected  partly  with  a  view  to  the 
general  good  of  our  churches.  If  it  shall  stimulate 
them  to  a  still  more  elfectual  method  to  save  the 
churches  from  being  rent  by  divisions,  we  shall  not 
envy  their  wisdom  or  success.  We  shall  accom- 
pany  their  efforts  with  a  devout  prayer,  that  the 
sheep  and  lambs  of  the  flock  may  not  be  led  astray 
by  those  who  come  not  in  at  the  door,  but  by 
some  other  way.*' 
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Our  fellow-townsmen  who  had  an  arduous  a,^en. 
cy  in  diis  laudable  undertaking  assigned  them,  will 
find  an  inestimable  reward  in  the  approbation  of 
their  own  minds,  and  in  the  universal  acknowledg- 
ment, that,  for  systematic,  rapid  and  thorough 
execution,  this  great  work  has  been  seldom  if  ev- 
er surpassed  in  our  country.  It  is  an  interesting 
fact,  and  will  remain  a  memorable  proof  of  their 
fidelity  and  enterprize,  that  on  the  ninth  day  of  Ju- 
ly last  the  corner-stone  was  laid  of  what  we  now 
behold  a  finished  temple. 

We  ascribe  it,  under  Providence,  to  the  prudence 
and  skill  which  directed  the  immediate  superintend- 
ence of  this  house,  that  the  artificers  and  labourers 
have  escaped  all  disaster  and  injury,  and  that  they 
have  lived  as  an  harmonious  and  happy  family.  I 
should  withhold  the  tribute  which  is  due,  did  I  not 
bear  open  testimony  to  the  circumspection,  sobrie- 
ty, diligence,  and  faithfulness  of  those  who  have 
been  here  employed.  I  have  beheld  them  as  men 
who  had  a  prevailing  sense  that  the  house  they  were 
erecting  was  for  the  worship  of  that  God,  who  fill- 
edi  all  worlds  with  his  presence,  and  to  whom  all 
are  accountable. 

We  gratefully  remember  the  friends  of  publick 
enterprize  and  Christian  institutions,  who  have 
wished  us  success,  or  whose  liberality  has  animated 
our  courage,  and  aided  us  in  carrying  to  so  high 
perfection  the  work  we  had  in  hand.  At  this  usual 
season  for  the  interchange  of  friendly  wishes,  we 
express  our  desire,  and  add  our  united  supplication, 
that  diey  may  inherit  the  best  temporal  and  spiritual 
blessings. 
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Mj  Christian  friends,  who  hope  to  be  stated 
worshippers  in  this  temple — -you  will  permit  me  to 
remind  you  of  the  importance  which  is  universally 
attached  to  consistency  of  character.  By  the  erec- 
tion of  this  superb  edifice  for  divine  worship,  you 
have  given  to  the  Christian  community  a  pledge  of 
religici!3  zeal,  which  can  never  be  redeemed  but 
by  siiicerity  and  constancy  in  worship,  by  a  practi- 
cal respect  for  all  the  institutions  of  the  gospel,  and 
by  attaining  to  high  distinction  in  social  and  moral 
life.  A  more  glaring  instance  of  desecration  can 
with  difficulty  be  conceived,  nor  a  greater  contra- 
diction imagined,  than  that  religious  sacrifices 
should  be  here  presented  by  the  immoral  and  un- 
holy. On  this  first  day  of  the  first  month,  God  is 
permitting  you  to  realize  the  desire  you  have  cher- 
ished, to  be  placed  in  this  house  of  the  Lord." 
May  you  "  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our  God." 
The  alacrity  and  spirit  of  love  with  which  you  have 
taken  an  interest  in  this  temple,  and  provided  for 
yourselves  and  your  families  an  accommodation  for 
religious  worship,  afford  a  cheering  presage  of  the 
uninterrupted  harmony  and  concord,  which  have 
been  the  honour  and  happiness  of  this  Church  from 
its  earliest  establishment.  Your  minister  so  high- 
ly estimates  the  eligibility  of  his  pastoral  connex- 
ions, that  in  this  respect  he  cannot  wish  for  his  suc- 
cessors to  the  latest  period  a  greater  blessing,  than 
that  this  may  be  the  heritage  of  men  who  are  dis- 
posed to  all  the  candour  and  friendship  which  he 
has  experienced.  May  your  virtues  and  attain- 
ments correspond  v/ith  this  spirit ;  and  may  your 
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earthly  and  spiritual  prosperity  be  precious  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord." 

I  may  be  allowed,  without  justly  incurring  the 
charge  of  ostentatious  boasting,  to  state  it  as  an 
honourable  trait  in  our  religious  history,  that  the 
former  ministers  and  the  professing  Christians  have, 
from  the  infancy  of  this  Society,  understood,  and  in 
their  practice  respected,  the  equality  of  Christian 
Churches.  In  what  was  probably  the  first  cove- 
nant, for  I  find  it  to  have  been  renewed  more  than 
a  century  since,  an  article  is  recorded,  which  proves 
that  those  who  subscribed  it  had  imbibed  the  true 
spirit  of  the  Reformation.  They  adopted  for  their 
direction  the  following  principle,  which  is  the  only 
effectual  safeguard  of  Christian  liberty  and  equality. 

We  further  promise  to  keep  close  to  the  truth  of 
Christ ;  endeavouring,  with  lively  affection  towards 
it  in  our  hearts,  to  defend  it  against  all  opposers 
thereof,  as  God  shall  call  us  at  any  time  thereunto. 
Which  that  we  may  do,  we  resolve  to  use  the  ho- 
ly scriptures  as  our  platform,  whereby  we  may  dis- 
cern the  mind  of  Christ,  and  not  the  new-found  in- 
ventions of  men,"* 

From  the  time  this  covenant  was  renewed  to  the 
present  day,  this  holy  volume  has  been  sacredly  re- 
spected as  the  basis  of  Christian  comrnunion,  leav- 
ing the  interpretation  to  the  judgment  and  con- 
science of  each  individual.  In  pursuance  of  exist- 
ing regulations,  I  am  authorized  to  extend  the  hand 
f)f  fellowship  to  all  in  every  place,  and  of  every 

*Thc  covenant  containing  the  above  article  was  subscribed  by 
the  Rev.  John  Prentice  and  thirty-two  male  members  of  the 
Church,  on  March  29,  1708,  previous  to  hisorUination. 
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church,  who  give  scriptural  evidence  of  sincerity 
in  calling  on  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord, 
both  their's  and  our's."  My  heart's  desire  and 
prayer  to  God  is,  that  to  the  latest  generations  this 
temple  may  be  thronged  by  worshippers,  who  shall 
cherish  and  strive  to  disseminate  this  apostolick 
spirit. 

My  Christian  friends  of  this  assembly  will,  in  the 
conclusion,  suffer  the  word  of  exhortation."  We 
are  willing  to  interpret  your  readiness  to  come  and 
rejoice  in  our  joy,  and  this  expression  of  your  de- 
sire for  Christian  union  with  us,  as  an  auspicious 
commencement  of  this  new  year.  In  return  for  all 
your  friendly  desires  and  devout  prayers  for  our 
prosperity,  we  do  now  beseech  the  God  of  all  grace, 
that  the  churches  to  which  you  respectively  belong 
may  "  be  built  up  in  the  faith  and  order  of  the  gos- 
pel." "  Holding  the  head,  from  which  all  the  body, 
by  joints  and  bands  having  nourishment  minister- 
ed, and  knit  together,  may  you  increase  with  the 
increase  of  God." 

Means  which  are  in  our  hands,  and  which,  as 
Christians,  we  are  under  a  sacred  obligation  to 
use,  may,  with  a  divine  blessing,  aid  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  prayer.  What  can  I  better 
recommend,  than  that  in  your  individual  character 
you  stedfastly  maintain  purity  and  rectitude.  Bear 
also  in  mind,  that  you  have  the  high  responsibility 
resting  on  stewards  of  the  divine  bounty.  You 
cannot  render  a  more  important  service  to  your  Re- 
deemer and  to  the  interest  of  his  Church,  than  to 
contribute  of  }^our  substance  to  the  building,  or 
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keeping  in  decent  repair  houses  of  publick  worship 
where  they  are  needed,  and  generously  to  support 
the  ordinances  of  his  gospel.  For  "  this  world's 
goods"  which  you  thus  appropriate,  you  may  hope 
to  reap  an  abundant  moral  and  spiritual  harvest ; 

some  thirty  fold,  some  sixty  fold,  and  some  an 
hundred  fold."  Cultivate  a  liberal  inquiry  after 
Christian  truth.  Unloose  the  fetters  of  prejudice 
and  delusion,  which  may  at  any  time  threaten  to 
obstruct  your  progress  in  learning  the  mind  of 
Christ.  "  Call  no  man  your  master  upon  the 
earth."  Cherish  a  profound  respect  for  sincerity, 
wherever  it  may  be  found.  When  tempted  to  mul- 
tiply the  terms  of  admission  to  your  charity,  be 
ready  to  suspect  their  genuineness,  till  you  have 
found  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  or  in  some  oth- 
er instruction  of  Jesus,  authority  for  proclaiming, 

thus  saith  the  Lord."  In  the  exercise  of  this 
spirit,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  this  course,  may 
each  Christian  whom  I  address  be  kept  from  fall- 
ing." 

What  can  I  better  recommend,  than  that  in  your 
associated  capacity  you  strive  to  maintain  the  order 
of  God's  house.  Love  as  brethren  ;  be  pitiful ; 
be  courteous."  With  vice  and  impurity  you  may 
never  hold  communion.  Take  heed,  lest,  presuming 
beyond  this,  and  exercising  what  is  at  best  a  doubt- 
ful authority  over  the  judgment  and  conscience  of 
men,  you  set  at  nought  those  whom  God  hath  re- 
ceived. By  cultivating  a  fellowship  which  rests  on 
the  broad  foundation  of  Christian  charitv,  mav  vou 
be  instrumental  of  breaking  down  the  wall  of  parti- 
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tion  which  now  separates  those,  who  with  equal  sin- 
cerity "  contend  for"  what  they  beUeve  to  be  "  the 
faith  which  was  once  deUvered  to  the  saints."  You 
may  then  expect  to  be  honoured  as  fellow- workers 
with  God  and  with  Christ,  in  building  up  "  a  king- 
dom, consisting  of  righteousness,  peace,  and  joy." 
Having  fulfilled  the  terms  of  our  probation,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  class  to  which  we  have  be- 
longed in  the  church  militant,  we  may  hope,  and  will 
a  merciful  God  grant  us  the  blessedness,  through 
the  mediation  of  his  well-beloved  Son,  to  come 
hereafter  to  "  the  Zion  which  is  above  ;  to  the  city 
of  the  living  God ;  to  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  ;  to 
an  innumerable  company  of  angels  ;  to  the  general 
assembly  and  church  of  the  first-born,  which  are 
written  in  heaven  ;  and  to  God,  the  Judge  of  all ; 
and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect ;  and  t© 
Jesus,  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenants" 


[^Extract  from  the  Columbian  Centinel,  ^an,  4, 


THE  new  Meeting-House,  in  Lancaster,  was  dedicated 
Wednesday,  the  1st  inst.  The  services  commenced  v^ith  an  Intro- 
ductory Prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Capen,  of  Sterling,  who  also 
read  the  prayer  of  Solomon  at  the  dedication  of  the  Temi>le.  The 
Dedicatory  Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft,  of 
Worcester.  Sermon  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thayer,  of  Lancaster, 
from  Ephesians  ii.  19,  20,  21,  2.2.  Concluding  Prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Bolton.  The  services  were  accompanied  with  good 
vocal  and  instrumental  musick.  A  very  numerous  assembly  of 
people,  convened  on  the  occasion,  testified  by  their  profound  si- 
lence and  solemnity  their  approbation  of  the  services.  This  edifice, 
which  is  of  brick,  and  from  a  design  of  Charles  Bulfinch, 
Esq.  of  Boston,  unites  in  an  uncommon  degree,  simplicity  with 
beauty.  The  body  of  the  building  is  74  by  66  feet,  with  a  Porch, 
Portico,  Tower  and  Cupola  or  Steeple,  The  Portico  is  48  by  IT 
feet,  and  is  composed  of  square  brick  columns  arched,  with  pilas- 
ters, entablature  and  pediment,  of  the  Dorick  order  ;  the  Vesti- 
bule, or  Porch,  is  48  by  19  feet,  and  contains  the  gallery  stairs  j 
the  Tower  is  21  feet  square  ;  the  Cupola  is  circular  and  of  singu- 
lar beauty; — it  is  surrounded  with  a  colonnade  of  twelve  fluted 
pillars,  with  entablature  and  cornice  of  the  lonick  order  ;  above 
which  is  an  Attick,  encircled  with  a  festoon  drapery,  the  whole 
surmounted  by  a  Dome,  Balls  and  Vane.  The  height  from  the 
ground  is  about  120  feet.  The  inside  of  the  house  is  neat  and 
handsome  :  the  front  of  the  gallery  is  of  ballustradc  work,  and  is 
supported  by  ten  fluted  pillars  of  the  Dorick  order,  and  has  a  hand- 
some clock  in  front,  opposite  the  Pulpit,  presented  by  a  gentleman 
of  the  Society.  The  Pulpit  rests  on  eight  fluted  columns  and  four 
pilasters  of  the  lonick  order  ;  the  upper  section  is  supported  by  six 
Corinthian  columns,  also  fluted,  and  is  lighted  by  a  circular  head- 
ed window,  ornamented  with  double  pilasters  fluted,  entablature 
and  cornice  of  the  Corinthian  order  ;  this  is  decorated  with  a  cur- 
tain and  drapery,  from  a  Parisian  model,  which,  with  the  beauti- 
ful materials,  were  presented  by  a  friend  ;— they  are  of  rich  green 
figured  satin  and  velvet,  trimmed  with  ball  fringe,  roping  and  tas- 
sels, and  put  up  in  a  style  of  neat  and  simple  elegance  by  Mr« 
William  Lemon,  Upholsterer,  of  Boston.  A  handsome  Pul- 
pit Bible  was  presented  also  by  a  friend,  and  a  Bell  from  the  found- 
ry of  the  Messrs.  Reveres,  of  Boston,  weighing  ISOOlb.  was  giv- 
en by  gentlemen  of  the  town. 


■  MAY  ( 
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